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This book is dedicated to the Hohokam and the people of Tuc-
son.

Enjoy this reading of how the Hohokam used water in the past,
and how the water has changed over the course of nearly 2000
years.

This storybook was witten and developed by Arizona Project
WET for the Arizona Water Festival Curriculum Unit for 4th

Grade Students.
https://awf.projectwet.arizona.edu
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“Peoplt JPtheir irrigation s ter"h" the
prehlstorlc culture 5 the Hohokam or masters of
‘the desert ‘emer ed I 000 ’
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| Farmers took charg of openlng
= and c[\m ng the irrigation ates,
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é Hohokam designed the tanatrso that wat P
ﬂowed downhill from the: river to the. crops
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-AI Ong th 'iSanta C on anc the salt
roeni oth in the middle of the Sonora
Desert was where the Hohokam once prospered.
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deI Bac, and back North towards the Gila River, th”

Santa Cruz River flows today with recycled water *
d perlodlcally with stormwater
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In the 17005, Native Amerlcans,ﬁ__%
Hlspanlc and Anglo seqlems ﬁ ar
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- _Iﬁ 1877 Tucson becarriehe” C| W|h| the next 100

: -;-- ars, thousands of people moved here and they . aII
needed water and food growth W|th water.
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The river however, could not provide enough
water for all of the people in Tucson to live.

Where do you think people got their water from?
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out of the ground, and the Ievel ﬁfwater on the
_river’s surface got lower and lower.

o~ As the populatlon_g'rew more water was pumped

Throughout the 1900s, the river became dry
from overpumping.
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= Every day, the prOJect delivers up to

' “‘“‘"2 8 million gallons of recycled | water to
“the Santa Cruz River at.a point 56'u\th of
downtown near the heart of the C|ty

= 'Th-at' could fill up alméét_G Olympic-sized = % -
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Perhaps someday, the Santa Cruz River will flow
again along Tucson’s west side all the way to the
_ Gila River! |
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Questions to Deepen Your Thinking

1. What do you wonder about the relationship that Native Americans, such as
the Hohokam, had with water?

2. In what ways, did Native Americans use science to improve their lives?

3. How did Native Amercans apply engineering practices to solve problems?

4. Why did the level of surface water in the Santa Cruz River go down as the
population of Tucson grew?

5. What is the relationship between the river and groundwater?

6. From your perspective, what is the significance of having water in the Santa
Cruz River in downtown Tucson?

AN,

THE UNIVERSITY
OF ARIZONA




